St. John the Baptist
Catholic Elementary
School Newsletter

September 2018
Volume 1, Issue 1

WELCOME BACK!
PRINCIPAL WELCOME MESSAGE
“For with God, all things are possible.”
It is my honour to be appointed principal of St. John the Baptist Catholic Elementary School. As principal, I am committed to working diligently as a team,
with staff, parents, students and parish. This relationship with the school,
home and parish are key to our success. Our school motto: “Working together
with Jesus, we succeed” is the key to a solid foundation based on the teachings
of our faith and the excitement of creating life-long learners.
As the St. John the Baptist Catholic School Community, we will celebrate the
uniqueness of each student, which in turn recognizes the philosophy of “Each
Belongs” which speaks to the opportunity of each child to reach their full potential in which Jesus is our role model. Together, we will set the direction of a
positive culture of acceptance, belonging and kindness within our school.
I want to welcome students and families back from a restful and rejuvenating
summer to a new year at St. John the Baptist. This year will be filled with
learning, growing in faith and serving our community and those in need.
We have been blessed to have such a wonderful Parish team and Pastor to support St. John the Baptist School Community. Father Andrew and the Parish
team are a part of the school and will guide us all in our faith journey to live
out our Gospel Values.

Ms. L St. Aubin
Principal
Ms. C. Kocel
Assistant to the Principal
Mr. C. Ciapanna
Superintendent of
Education
Mr. Anthony Perri
Trustees
Father Andrew Quarshie
St. John the Baptist Parish

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST

I sincerely look forward to working with such a motivated staff, supportive
parents and our parish team. It brings me much excitement as we embark on
our new journey together this coming year.

 P. A Day on September 21st, 2018

I look forward to meeting each one of you throughout the coming months.

 Meet the Teacher
BBQ mid-September
19, 2018

“Let your light shine..” Matthew 5:16
May God Bless you and keep you well.
Ms. L. St. Aubin
Principal of St. John the Baptist School

 Be sure to visit our
school website daily
for updates at the
school

BREAKFAST AND SNACK PROGRAM
Once again, St. John the Baptist will be
offering a snack and breakfast program
that will begin the second week of school.
These programs are funded by local community funds that assist schools in helping
to provide students with a healthy snack
or breakfast option.
The Snack Program is a program that is
offered to all students who may require a
healthy nut free snack throughout the
course of the day at school. These snacks
will be available to the students every
Tuesday through to Thursday. These
snacks include a variety of healthy items
such as fruit, crackers, granola bars, yogurt tubes, and many other items. The
students will be able to access these

snacks in the classroom when needed.
The Breakfast Program is a unique free
program that is offered to all students who
may want to join us for a light breakfast
from Tuesday to Fridays. The program
begins at 8:05 and runs until 8:50am.
Students are required to enter through the
Central Street doors and sign-in in the
nutrition room. Once students sign-in,
they are required to stay with the
staff until 8:50 a.m. During this time
from 8:05 to 8:20, students will join in on
free-play gym time on Tuesday and Thursdays and homework club in the library on
Wednesday and Fridays. This program is
optional, but it is available to all families
who may require some assistance. We
hope to see you there!

“Healthy food builds a great brain.”

WELCOME TO THE NEW FRIENDLY FACES !
On behalf of the St John the Baptist community, we would like to welcome the following staff members to our school for this year: Ms. Monaco, Mr. DeFaria, Mrs. Rabcaniak, Mr. Augustus, Ms. Lahmann, Mr.
Mancuso and Ms. Kocel.
We know that these individuals will be an added bonus to our school
staff.
SCHOOL UNIFORM

Just a reminder that students
must be in full school uniform. Daily.
Our provider is Bombardi .
If you require any clothing,
the school does have some
donated items. Please contact
the main office for more information. We also have
crests that can be sown on for
a cost of $4.00 per crest.
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They look forward to meeting parents and families during the meet the
teacher BBQ.
Secondly, on behalf of staff and students, we would like to wish Mr.
Brennan a fond farewell as he embarks on his new journey as a Special
Education Resource teacher at a school in the H.W.C.D.S.B. We
know you will do well and wish you all the best at your new school .
The students will love you as much as we did.
Thank
you.

REMEMBER
In order to see the
complete newsletter
please visit our site
at
http://stjh.hwcdsb.ca
or have your child
pick-up a complete

copy at the office.

INTERNET SAFETY

St. John the Baptist Staff 2018-2019
Ms. L. St. Aubin
Mrs. D. Secan
Mrs. R. Rabcaniak

Principal
Secretary
FDK- KA
ECE- KA

Ms. C. Mielko
Mrs. L. Cellini
Mrs. M. Rubino
Ms. L. Facchin

FDK PPT
FSL/PPT
FSL/PPT
AIT (Tues only)

Mrs. K. Riverso

FDK -KB

Mrs. E. O’Neill

AIT (Thurs, Fri.)

Mrs. N. Viscoso

ECE-KB

Mr. R. Augustus Librarian

Ms. N. Dakarmenjian

FDK – KC

Ms. T. Lahmann

Library Clerical

Mrs. D. Bajus Harrison

ECE-KC
Gr. 1
Gr. 2/3
Gr. 2
Gr. 3
Gr. 4

Mr. A. Pedereschi

Ms. K. Black
Mr. M. Smith
Ms. J. Fewer
Mrs. A. Janssen
Ms. C. Larson

E.A.
E.A.
E.A.
E.A.
E.A.
E.A.

Mr. D. Bolger
Ms. C. Kocel

Gr.4/5

Mrs. C. Tavares
Mr. M. Gallo

E.A.
E.A.

Mrs. E. Innes
Ms. A. Monaco
Mr. C. DeFaria

Gr. 6
Gr. 6/7
Gr. 7/8

Mrs. M. Galluzzo

E.A.

Mrs. C. Quinn
Ms. Berry

E.A.

Mrs. P. Campos-Besu

Ms. T. Kollarich
Ms. R. Curciarello

Mrs. T. Persaud
Mrs. J. Petrina-Mus

Mrs. K. Villabroza

Gr. 5 / Assistant
to the Principal

E.A.

Mr. L. Biagetti
Mrs. C. Persia

Gr. 8
SERT

Mr. S. Pratt
Ms. C. Kydd

Day Time Custodian

Ms. R. Minardi

RR

Mrs. S. Azimulia

Assistant Custodian

Mr. M. Mancuso

FDK PPT

Night Time Custodian

As students become more
tech-savvy and have greater
access to technology at the
school, it is important they
understand the need to protect their name, identify and
reputation online. Students
are using the Internet for
daily work and homework.
Therefore, students will only
be permitted to use the
school’s technology. All other technology including cell
phones should be left at
home. If a cell phone is
required, it must be powered
off as soon as they enter the
school. If a student is
caught using their device, it
will be taken with a warning
and given back at the end of
the day. If repeated occurances happen, then parents will be called to pick up
the device. We thank you in
advance for your support.

REMEMBER!!!!
ALLERGY AWARE SCHOOL
Parents are reminded to avoid
sending snacks that contain peanuts/tree nuts. Also, if your
child has an allergy please make
sure that the office staff and
your child’s teacher are aware
of the specific allergy and any
emergency procedures that
should be followed. Please let
the office know of any of these
issues at the start of school.
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For safety and efficiency reasons, Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board would like to reduce the amount of
Cash & Checks coming into our school. Please join the thousands of parents who have already registered and are enjoying
the convenience of paying ONLINE! It takes less than 5 minutes to register. Please follow these step-by-step instructions,
so you will begin to receive email notifications regarding upcoming events involving your child(ren).
NOTE: If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen.

Step 1: Register
If you have not registered, please go to the School Cash Online home
page https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
and select the “Get Started Today” option.
Complete each of the three Registration Steps
*For Security Reasons your password, requires 8 characters,
one uppercase letter, one lowercase letter and a number.

Step 2: Confirmation Email
A registration confirmation email will be forwarded to you. Click
on the link provided inside the email to confirm your email and
School Cash Online account.
The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site
prompting you to sign into your account. Use your email
address and password just created with your account.

Step 3: Find Student
Note: Student Number is Not Required
This step will connect your children to your account.
 Enter the School Board Name
 Enter the School Name
 Enter Your Child’s Name & Birth Date
 Select Continue
 On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the
Agree box and select Continue
 Your child has been added to your account

Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student
If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above. 5 children can be added to one parent account.
If you do not wish to add additional children, select
“View Items For Students” option. A listing of available items for
purchase will be displayed.

School Messenger

STAY TUNED….

At St. John the Baptist Catholic Elementary School,
one of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all of
our students arrive safely to school each and every
day. Last year, the board implemented a system
with our parent community called SAFE ARRIVAL.
It allows parents to report their child’s absence
quickly and conveniently.

We will be holding a
raffle for a family movie
night, for all those newly registered families
into our online School
Cash. It is our hope
that we eventually have
a large portion of our
families using cash
online to pay for trips
and events that come
up at the school. With
your help we can be a
great success.

Therefore, we are asking our parents to do the following:
1. Use the SafeArrival website, https://go.schoolmessenger.ca. The first time you
use the website, select Sign Up to create your account using your email address. Select Attendance to Report an Absence. NOTE: Once you are logged in,
please ensure that you update your message preferences.
2. Using your mobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app

from
the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store (or from the links at https://
go.schoolmessenger.ca). Use your new login information to access your account. Select

Attendance to Report an Absence.
3. Call the *NEW* toll-free number 833-275-6703 to report an absence using the automated phone system starting immediately
School absences should not be left on the answering machine. We appreciate your commitment to ensuring that your child arrives to school safely.

It is our goal to eventually be using our school
website to update you daily on the events happening in the school. This will mean the eventual decrease in the paper copies of the newsletter to a
paperless newsletter. Everything that parents and
guardians need to know will be on the website for
your
viewing. If you sign up for updates, you will
receive an email of any updates that were put
on the website for the day. Please do so. We
thank you for your co-operation in making our
school and eco-friendly environment.

ATTENDANCE, LUNCHROOM PROCEDURES
As you know, the safety of the

slip for admittance to class.

children under our care is one

3) Our lunch is at 11:50 a.m.

of our most important responsibilities. To help us keep the
VOLUNTEERING
Once again, we will be asking for volunteers to help

students safe and to help us
keep track of all the students

under our care, the following

out at the school in the

policies will be implemented

classroom, on trips, coach-

this year.

ing teams, etc. The assis-

and 12:40 p.m. A child who
normally stays for lunch and is
leaving must be picked up by
an adult at the office so they
can be logged out. Any stu-

dent who leaves the building
without written permission

1) If your child is going to be

shall be deemed truant and

us improve our program for

absent, please call school mes-

will face the consequences.

students and helps us of-

senger line or use the applica-

fer more activities so that

tion that can be downloaded

tance of volunteers helps

students can enjoy their
time in school. Provincial

upon your phone. This must be

law makes it mandatory

done before the start of the

that volunteers who work

school day. Students may not

with children must have a

leave the school unless they

current police check.
More information about
the process can be ob-

have a note from their parents
and they are picked up by an

tained at the office. We

adult at the office.

hope you will take us up on

2) Any student that is late

the offer to volunteer.

must report to the office

where students will be given a

SCHOOL DAILY SCHEDULE

LUNCH ROOM
SUPERVISORS
We may be in need of
supply JK/SK Lunch
leaders and a Special
Needs lunch supervisors. These are paid
positions and, if you are
interested, please contact the school at
905-549– 8203.
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Daily Schedule of School

9:05
10:25 - 10:40
11:50 - 12:40
2:00 - 2:15 Recess
3:25

Entry and Opening Exercises
Recess
Lunch

Snack Program:
Breakfast Program:

Tuesday until Friday
Tuesday until Friday
8:05a.m.—8:50 a.m.

.

Dismissal

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF A
STUDENT
“ Our talents are God’s gift to us.
What we do with them is our gift to God.”
All students are expected to work to the best of their abilities and complete work as it is
assigned. Proper behaviour in the yard and the classroom also helps students find success
since the focus at school is to challenge ourselves to do our best in all areas at all times.
HOMEWORK
Please reinforce with your child the importance of completing their daily assignments since
it helps them find success. Daily homework, based on a child’s grade (approximately 10
minutes per grade), is a good way to reinforce concepts and skills. Also, daily reading is essential for good skill development. Students that regularly fail to complete assignments may
lose privileges, have in school withdrawals and can be formally suspended for neglect of duty.

“Believe you can and you will already be half-way there.”

BUS RULES, AGENDAS AND STUDENT COUNCIL
BUS RULES
1. Students are required to be on time
at the designated stops. The bus will
not wait.

AGENDAS
Once again, students will be using agendas to keep them on task. The agenda is
also a useful tool to help you communicate with staff. Please make use of it

2. Students must take seats on the bus

with your child and sign it on a regular

as directed by the Driver or Principal/

basis. The cost of the agenda is subsi-

Vice Principal and remain in their seats

dized through fundraising money and

throughout the trip to and from school.

there will be no cost for students this

The driver is at all times in charge of

year.

the bus and its passengers.
3. Students must not create a disturbance, however slight, by disturbing another student or touching his/her belongings.

STUDENT COUNCIL
This month the Student Council will be
organized under the supervision of Mr.
Biagetti. Students in Intermediate

4. RIDING ON A SCHOOL BUS IS A

grades will have the opportunity to join

PRIVILEDGE AND, THEREFORE, STU-

the council. They will be working on

DENTS SHOULD ACT ACCORDINGLY.

initiatives throughout the year to en-

Improper conduct may result in a
suspension of bus privileges for a
period of time at the discretion of
the Principal.

hance student learning and experience.
We will also be asking for class reps
from the junior division. Please encourage your child to get involved and share
their ideas.
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St. John the Baptist
Catholic Elementary
School
115 London St S
Hamilton, ON , L8K2G6
Phone Number
(905) 549-8203

FAITH CORNER
WELCOME BACK: We would like to welcome Father Andrew
Quarshie, pastor of St. John the Baptist, to our school community. We are extremely excited to strengthen the bond between home, school and parish this coming year. We look
forward to working with the parish team.
St. John the Baptist Parish

Fax Number
(905) 549-2002

Masses:

A proud feeder school to

Seniors Euchar: Ages 55 and older Wednesdays at 12:45 p.m. to 3:20
pm. in the Church Hall. $6:00 for the year.

Bishop Ryan Secondary
School
(905) 573-2151
Principal:
Mr. E. Picconi

Saturdays at 5:15 p.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Children’s Liturgy during the 9:30 a.m. Mass.

Brownies & Sparks will start up September 6 & 13 with meetings
every week on Thursdays, from 5:50 to 7:40 pm All girls ages 5 to 8
1/2 are welcome in the Church Hall. Please contact Rina Sheehan 905549-4445.
Multicultural Dinner Saturday September 22nd in the Church hall
right after the 5:15 Mass.
Please bring a dish for at least 8 people to share amongst the parishioners from your native country, or a recipe you enjoy making. Everyone
is welcome.

St. John the Baptist Catholic School Council Corner

ELECTION INFORMATION
HWCDSB PARENT

The Catholic School Council plays an important role in the development of a strong school

CONFERENCE

community. Depending on the school’s needs, the Council fills a variety of roles and helps the

The HWCDSB’s Annual Parent
Conference will be taking place
on Saturday, November 3rd at
Bishop Ryan High School from

staff, parents and students work together for the betterment of all. The guidelines governing Catholic School Councils have been laid out by the Government of Ontario and require
that new councils be elected every school year in September. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact the school.

8:30 to 1:30 p.m. It is free to

Our first meeting of the year will take place later this month for new members only. All

attend and lunch is provided as

parents are welcome to attend the first formal meeting that will take place in October. In

well as door prizes. Check out

the newsletter bundle are information forms with important dates and information. In the

the Board website for more

coming days, Miss. St. Aubin will be accepting nominations for the Council Executive in order

information.

to prepare a slate of candidates. If you are interested please pick up the nomination forms
in the office and complete the appropriate forms by Friday, September 14th. After September 14th, if 10 or less people are nominated, they shall be acclaimed. An election, if necessary, will take place on Wednesday September 26th. Should you have other questions, please
feel free to contact the school. A sign up for committee responsibilities will take place at
the September meeting. We hope to see you there. A full list of the new Catholic School
Council and the Meeting dates will be sent home in the October newsletter.

YOUR LOGO HERE

